
 

 

I have seen the Lord.… John 20:18  

 

The first resurrection scene is cast in a cosmic 
context. From the scriptural point of view, the 
garden in which the tomb of Jesus was situated 
reminds us of the Garden of Eden. The two 
gardens are juxtaposed: in the first, the human 
family, in the persons of Adam and Eve, lost 
God’s intimacy and friendship; in the second, 
Mary Magdalene (out of whom Jesus had cast 
seven devils) appears as the first recipient of the 

good news that intimacy and union with God are once again available. 

Adam and Eve were thrown out of the first garden as a result of the 
emergence of their self-consciousness apart from divine union. Mary 
[Magdalene] was so rooted in the experience of divine union that the 
Garden of Paradise was inside her and she could never leave it. The 

Garden of Eden stands for a state of consciousness, not a geographical 
location. She is sent out of the garden, but with the abiding interior state 
the garden represents: the certitude of being loved by God, of loving him 
in return, and of God giving himself in every event and at every moment, 

both within or without.(Thomas Keeting.MC) 

  And I am convinced that nothing can ever 
separate us from his love. Death can’t, and life 

can’t. The angels can’t, and the demons can’t. Our 
fears for today, our worries about tomorrow, and 

even the powers of hell can’t keep God’s love 
away. Whether we are high above the sky or in 

the deepest ocean, nothing in all creation will ever 
be able to separate us from the love of God that is 

revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38–3

These  photos were taken during our Centering Prayer retreat at Mount 
st  Annes . February 2016.                                                     www.coi.ie 

Wishing You a Very Happy Easter.                           

The Core Team                                       

Contemplative Outreach Ireland. 


